Scanning electron microscopy of conjunctival surfaces in patients with ocular cicatricial pemphigoid.
The conjunctival surfaces of ten patients with active, ocular cicatricial pemphigoid, three patients with drug-controlled ocular cicatricial pemphigoid, and six patients with normal conjunctivas were studied using scanning electron microscopy. A homogeneous granular sheet of amorphous mucin-like material was observed covering extensive areas of the conjunctiva in eight of ten patients with active ocular cicatricial pemphigoid. This sheet of amorphous material was absent on drug-controlled ocular cicatricial pemphigoid and normal conjunctival specimens. Our study demonstrates that patients with active ocular cicatricial pemphigoid possess ocular surface mucus that appears thicker and more continuous than normal ocular mucus when observed with scanning electron microscopy. This observation is in agreement with clinical observations of thick mucus strands in the inferior fornix of patients with active ocular cicatricial pemphigoid.